
Sometimes you have to stop and 
think.
When the sky exploded with 
a mighty crash, the light of a 
thousand suns and a heavenly 
army, I thought it was all over. I 
feared for my life. “Do not be afraid” 
came the voice.  The rest is a haze of 
amazement, and a feeling of being 
led together just like we lead our 
flocks. And then, there we were. 
Stood outside a cattle shed that was 
about as warm as the field we had 
just left. 
Despite all the commotion, the 
noise and lights and movement, we 
stood quietly as a gentle stillness 
washed over us. As if the child in the 
hay had brought calm to the chaos. 
Sometimes you have to stop and 
wonder.
Even simple shepherds notice bright 
stars in the sky. We had all heard 
the tales of great kings arriving 
with heaven’s blessings. This was 
different. I expected a child born 
of great wealth and stature, a king 
who would raise a great army 
and take back our land. This really 
was different. This was not what I 
expected. Who is this child? A king 
of peasants? The Prince of Poverty?  
Who will he raise as an army? The 
weak and the sick? It makes no 
sense to me. But while my mind is 
troubled, my heart cannot help but 
rejoice. Something about this child 
is different. Maybe what the world 
needs is a new kind of king: a king 
who brings light to our darkness, a 
king who knows the struggles of the 
poorest peasants. 
It’s hard to imagine but however it 
turns out at least I can say that I was 
there when this king came into the 
world. 
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Church Mice
This is the parish’s free playgroup, 
which runs on Thursday mornings 
from 10-12am. The next session is on 
4 Jan 2018. 

------------------------------------

Confirmations in 2018 
If you or your child would be 
interested in taking part in a 
confirmation course during Lent 
2018, please speak to Luke or Jenny. 
We need people to sign up by the 
end of January.

------------------------------------

St Anselm’s Development
We are delighted to announce that 
Miles Freeman has been chosen to 
be the Programme Director for the St 
Anselm’s development project.

------------------------------------

Gift Aid
If you gift aid your donations the 
Parish receives an extra 25p from the 
Government for every pound you 
donate.  To do this,  please ensure that 
your name, address and signature 
are completed on the blue donation 
envelope you put in the collection. 

Crib service 
Christmas Eve 4pm at St Anselm’s 
with dressing up and special guests.  
All welcome. Please bring any new, 
unwrapped toys to the service for 
patients at the Evelina children’s 
hospital.

------------------------------------

Midnight Mass 
Christmas Eve 11.30pm at St Peter’s

------------------------------------

Christmas day services 
8am and 10am at St Anselm’s.  
No service at St Peter’s

------------------------------------

Christmas day services 
8am and 10am at St Anselm’s.  
No service at St Peter’s

------------------------------------

New Year’s Eve
8am at St Anselm’s and                   
joint service at 11am at St Peter’s.  
No 10am service at St Anselm’s.

------------------------------------

Morning prayer
No service until Tues 9 Jan 2018.
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